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 ABSTRACT : The traditional Indian system is being profoundly shaken and the women life
style is being re-written because of numerous forces. Literacy and employment rates have
increased significantly for the women. Due to this, more and more women are now seeking
employment outside their home and formation of nuclear type family is commonly seen. The
parental role is one of the most important roles in adulthood. The present study focused on the
comparison of parenting satisfaction in joint and nuclear families in child rearing stage of family
life cycle. The sample comprised of 60 dual earner couples (30 couples from joint families and 30
couples from nuclear families) selected randomly from Udaipur district in Rajasthan state. A self-
constructed parenting satisfaction inventory was used for collecting the data. Results showed
that there was significant difference between parenting satisfaction of dual earner couples in
joint and nuclear families. Couples in joint families were highly satisfied with all the aspects of
child care such as feeding, bathing, toilet training, dressing, rest and sleep, tasks related with
motor skills, socio-emotional behavior of infant and verbal cognitive competence of infant as
compared to couples in nuclear families.
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